
New Orange County Mayor Teresa Jacobs
says she’s ready to push for major changes

at Metro Orlando’s main road-building agency,
including a 10-cent cut in tolls and attacking a
mindset she maintains is not friendly to
motorists.

Her chances of success may become apparent
as early as Wednesday, when she attends her
first meeting as a board member of the
Orlando-Orange County Expressway Authority.

“We’ll begin the conversation,” she said in an

interview with the Orlando Sentinel.
Jacobs also said she will seek another audit of

authority finances, and she left little doubt that
she is not a supporter of agency director Mike
Snyder, who has three years left on his second,
five-year contract.

“He does not have my confidence,” said
Jacobs, adding, however, that she would not
move to fire him.

Snyder, 63, would not comment on his job
status with Jacobs, who assumes the board seat
held by her predecessor as mayor, Rich Crotty. 
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While builders of the stalled
Dr. Phillips Center for the Per-

forming Arts are looking for money
to start construction, there’s been
little talk of how they’ll pay the
estimated $12 million a year needed to
keep the lights on once the complex
gets built.

The arts-center plan has already
been split into two phases because of a
drop in tourist-tax collections. But the
first phase — two of three planned
performance halls — is still shy of the
$283 million needed for construction.
Orange County Mayor Teresa Jacobs
has rebuffed a request for a $30
million loan, urging center officials to
instead cut costs and look for a private
lender.

Representatives of the arts center
met with top administrators from
Orlando and Orange County govern-
ments last week to discuss ways to
whittle down the project’s cost.
Jacobs said questions surrounding
the funding shortfall should soon be
answered.

MONEYMAKERS AT RISK

Can arts
center
pay its
bills? 
By Mark Schlueb 
and David Damron
STAFF WRITERS
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“Their operational plan
is built on raising
revenue through the
lease of some of those
spaces.” 

Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer 

As head of the Florida
Innocence Commis-

sion and chief judge of the
Ninth Judicial Circuit, Bel-
vin Perry took a special
interest in the wrongful
conviction and jailing of
Haitian-born Malenne Jo-
seph.

In fact, Perry called for a
round-table discussion in
early February with all the
key players involved in tak-
ing Joseph to trial and get-
ting a guilty verdict on a
third-degree felony, a crime
she never committed and
yet spent three months for
in the Orange County Jail
last summer.

That meeting will not
take place, however, in large
part because Orange-Osce-
ola State Attorney Lawson
Lamar’s office was not in-
terested in discussing what
everyone familiar with the
case has acknowledged was
a severe injustice and a
mistake those in the crimi-
nal-justice system should
want to avoid in the future.

Perry’s work with the
Innocence Commission is
aimed at preventing wrong-
ful convictions, including
those based on mistaken
witness identifications,
which was a large part of
the case with Joseph.

He had a court adminis-
tration staffer contact the
prosecutors; Orange-Osce-
ola Public Defender Bob 

Malenne
Joseph: 
Found
guilty of
criminal
mischief
before 
she was
eventually
cleared.

Botched
conviction
won’t be
reviewed
By Anthony Colarossi
STAFF WRITER 
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W hen Irene Johnston turned 100 this month, she knew Meals on

Wheels would remain a regular part of her life, as it has for

years.

But Johnston, a Clermont resident with a sharp memory who appears

decades younger, isn’t the one on the receiving end. Instead, she’s the one

delivering hot meals, generally a meat-and-potatoes-style meal with greens

and a dessert, to seniors 40 years her junior who have trouble leaving home.

“I love it,” Johnston said about bonding with
the people she encounters who don’t realize
how old she is. “There’s one little lady. She got a
card from one of her children. She got a
picture, and she showed it to me and she said,
‘Honey, when you get as old as I am, you’ll have
pictures like that to look at.’ ”

Like Johnston, many Meals on Wheels
deliverers are as old or older than the people
with limited mobility they serve in a program
that feeds about 1 million people nationwide
and is expected to be even more in demand as
baby boomers age. Young people also volunteer
on occasion, such as a teenage deliveryperson
with the Osceola County Council on Aging.

Still, retirees account for the majority of
volunteers because of the commitment and
timing involved in serving meals. Most pro-

100 AND STILL 
VOLUNTEERING

Irene Johnston, left, delivers a meal to Dot Huber, 86, in Clermont. Johnston
recently turned 100 and said she has no plans to stop volunteering: “I love it.”
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“I try not to act
like it.”

Irene Johnston, 
on being a centenarian

By Christine Show | STAFF WRITER
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MEALS ON WHEELS DELIVERIES
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SEMINOLE COUNTY

Man charged in shotgun robbery of cosmetology business
Seminole County deputies charged a Fern Park man

with the robbery of a cosmetology business, officials
said. Garrett Thomas Rosser, 19, was charged late Sat-
urday with armed robbery, larceny, wearing a mask on
private property and other, drug-related offenses, ac-
cording to an arrest report. Rosser is accused of walk-

ing into the Cosmo Prof store on Oxford Road about 4 p.m.
Saturday wielding a single-barrel shotgun and demand-
ing money from an employee. There were no shots fired,
and no injuries were reported. Rosser was held without
bail at the Seminole County Jail.

— Arelis R. Hernández

ORLANDO

Warmer weather begins week
Forecasters expect warmer weather to breeze

through Central Florida for the start of the work-
week. High temperatures today will be about 68
degrees in the afternoon, and the low will hover
around 54 degrees at night, according to the National
Weather Service. Winds will pick up Tuesday, with
breezes between 5 and 15 mph and gusts reaching 25
mph. The temperatures will continue to rise, with
the high near 76 and the low about 61. There’s a
50 percent chance of afternoon showers. The rest of
the week looks like typical January weather, with
high temperatures in the 60s and 70s and lows in the
40s.

— Sarah Lundy

ORANGE COUNTY

Walgreens evacuated again
For the second time in two weeks, a Walgreens

store on Aloma Avenue was evacuated and bomb
investigators were called to a report of a suspicious
package. But Sunday, the contents were harmless.
After deploying an explosive-detecting robot, Or-
ange County sheriff’s officials declared that the
object — a piece of merchandise wrapped in paper
towels in the men’s bathroom — was not dangerous,
nor was it a hoax. On Jan. 10, authorities detonated a
dangerous device found at the same store. No one
was hurt.

— Arelis R. Hernández

POLK COUNTY

Vets: Name school for Marine
Polk County veterans want a new elementary

school named after a local Marine who was killed in
Afghanistan even though School Board members
have already voted unanimously to name it after the
county’s first female superintendent. A Facebook
page dedicated to naming the school after Marine
Cpl. Ron Payne Jr. has more than 1,000 members.
School Board lawyer West Bridges said the board is
justified in its decision to honor the accomplish-
ments of former Superintendent Gail McKinzie, who
retired in October. The school is to open in fall 2012.

— The Associated Press

SARASOTA

Teacher had signs of problems
A Sarasota substitute teacher arrested and

charged with punching several elementary-school
students had been banned at two other county
schools, district records show. The Sarasota Herald-
Tribune reported that William Amory had a record
of problems, including once allegedly swearing at a
child, but was nonetheless hired at least 30 times to
teach during the past two years. Amory was arrested
Jan. 13 after police said he punched a boy twice in the
stomach, causing him to vomit. Another boy was
allegedly hit in the chest and treated at a hospital
after complaining of chest pain.

— The Associated Press

For more information, 
call 850-921-7529 or visit 
flalottery.com. 

Powerball/Jan. 22 30-31-34-45-51
Powerball 23
Power Play jackpot multiplier 2
(Does not apply to top jackpot; is
always 5X for $200,000 jackpot.)
Florida Powerball winners:
0 with 5 numbers/PB $118M
1 with 5 numbers $200,000
5 with 4 numbers/PB $10,000
245 with 4 numbers $100
305 with 3 numbers/PB $100
11,180 with 3 numbers $7
5,403 with 2 numbers/PB $7
35,163 with 1 number/PB $4
75,836 with PB $3
Jackpot/Jan. 26 $20M

Lotto/Jan. 22 7-20-35-36-38-48 
XTRA jackpot multiplier 4
(XTRA does not apply to top
jackpot; 2-of-6 with XTRA wins
free ticket. For a limited time,
3-of-6 with XTRA wins $25.)

1 with 6 numbers $21M
46 with 5 numbers $5,836
2,523 with 4 numbers $86.50
54,436 with 3 numbers $5.50
54,421 with 2 numbers/XTRA

ticket
Jackpot/Jan. 26 $2M

Fantasy 5/Jan. 23 Not available
Fantasy 5/Jan. 22 15-20-21-33-34 
0 with 5 numbers Rolldown
335 with 4 numbers $555
10,138 with 3 numbers $25.50
110,198 with 2 numbers ticket

Mega Money/Jan. 21 1-12-19-24 
Megaball 10
Jackpot/Jan. 25 $2M

Cash 3/Sun. afternoon 4-1-4
Cash 3/Sun. night 2-3-4

Play 4/Sun. afternoon 7-6-5-8
Play 4/Sun. night 6-0-5-3

LOTTERY

Construction to repair a BeachLine
Expressway overpass damaged by a deadly
tanker fire will cause headaches for motor-
ists traveling between the Space Coast and
downtown Orlando for nearly a month,
officials said.

The Florida Department of Transporta-
tion awarded a construction contract Sun-
day to repair the bridge at North Courtenay
Parkway in Merritt Island in 25 days.

Florida DOT spokesman Steve Olson said
Lane Construction beat two other bidders to
win a $2.19 million contract to replace both
spans of an overpass along the BeachLine,
also known as State Road 528. The company
pledged to have the thoroughfare ready for
traffic in less than a month.

Construction began Sunday on the
charred roadway, where two drivers were
killed Friday afternoon in an explosive crash
involving a gas tanker and a pickup. Crews
working on the round-the-clock project have

to demolish and rebuild two support beams
that were damaged, Florida DOT engineer
Frank O’Dea said.

Olson said the construction “definitely”
will affect traffic weekday mornings. The
roadway is a critical route for motorists
traveling between the Space Coast and
downtown Orlando.

O’Dea said that “if you need to use the
BeachLine, it will be open, but you can expect
significant delays.” 

Drivers are being detoured onto North
Courtenay Parkway to get back on the
expressway. Officials also are preventing
traffic from crossing underneath the bridge.

Lane Construction could face fines of
$50,000 a day if traffic isn’t restored by Feb. 16.

Olson said Florida DOT sets aside money
in its budget for such emergencies.

The agency’s legal team has not decided
whether to seek damages from the parties
involved in the crash, Olson said. 
Arelis R. Hernández can be reached at 
arehernandez@orlandosentinel.com 
or 352-742-5934.

Florida Department of Transportation crews inspect the overpass damaged by the crash.
CRAIG RUBADOUX/FLORIDA TODAY

Repairs to damaged BeachLine
bridge will take almost a month
By Arelis R. Hernández
STAFF WRITER 

grams, which receive funding from
donations and government grants,
hand out meals Monday through
Friday mornings. That makes it
difficult for people who work or go to
school to volunteer. For example, a
Meals on Wheels program organized
for Orange County residents by the
organization Seniors First depends
on 350 deliverypeople — most in
their mid-60s — to provide 1,000
meals a day as the call for the meals
continues to soar.

The same can be said for other
Meals on Wheels programs across
Central Florida, where hundreds of
people are on waiting lists for meals.

“The need has just grown expo-
nentially,” said Sherry Fincher, exe-
cutive director for Meals on Wheels,
Etc., which serves Seminole County.
“It’s just awful.”

The age range for volunteers in the
Seminole program, based in San-
ford, is evolving as the group seeks to
work with corporations to engage
employees of all ages to participate.

“That area has grown over the
years,” Fincher said.

It’s a special treat for seniors who
receive meals to be greeted by a
young person, said Wilda Belisle,
who directs the Meals on Wheels
program run by the Osceola County
Council on Aging.

“The seniors love the young peo-
ple,” Belisle said. “It’s the grandkids
they don’t get to see.”

She said the Osceola program has

a number of young volunteers. One
is 17-year-old Ian Valentin, who vol-
unteers every weekday.

“Some of the senior citizens, they
tell us stories of what they’ve done in
the past and what they did for their
life,” said Ian, an 11th-grade student
from Kissimmee. “It’s really inter-
esting. It’s a learning experience.”

Logan Goulett, marketing coor-
dinator for the Meals on Wheels
Association of America, said volun-
teers often form a bond with those
they serve.

“They really create a close connec-
tion with them,” Goulett said.

Johnston, who spent most of her
life in Davenport, Iowa, and moved to
Lake County in 2003, said it can be
tough to lose friends she has made
through the program.

“You come in some mornings and
they’re gone or passed away,” said
Johnston on a recent morning as she
delivered a meal of spaghetti and
meatballs, green beans, bread and
chocolate cake to 86-year-old Dot
Huber of Clermont.

Johnston, a widow with three
daughters, said she hopes to contin-
ue volunteering for years to come
and keeping up a youthful lifestyle
that includes having pizza and a beer
every Saturday night, doing her own
housework and serving the commu-
nity around her.

“I try not to act like it,” said
Johnston, about being a centenari-
an. “I’d be in bed most of the time if I
acted like it.”
Christine Show can be reached 
at cshow@orlandosentinel.com,
352-742-5917 or on Twitter @showc.

Irene Johnston, 100, said she enjoys bonding with the people on her Meals
on Wheels route in Clermont, many of whom are quite a bit younger.
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Wesley, whose office represented Joseph at
trial; and Joseph’s post-trial lawyers, the
people who convinced the system of her
innocence. The Jan. 10 note asked to help
“schedule a meeting to discuss the dynamics
of the Malenne Joseph case and how to avoid
the situation from happening again.”

Less than three hours after that e-mail went
out, Chief Assistant State Attorney Bill Vose
politely declined the invitation with an e-mail
of his own.

“Thank you for the kind invitation but we
have already conducted an extensive review
internally and the State Attorney participat-
ed and encouraged closer intake scrutiny of
eyewitness cases,” Vose wrote. “We will not
participate however in any group public
discussion and feel that each entity should
review their own policies and procedures to
assure that justice prevails.”

When asked to discuss this decision fur-
ther, Vose said that his initial response “said it
all.”

Wesley agreed to take part in the talks,
tentatively set for Feb. 7, but wanted permis-
sion from the client before participating.

With those responses, the effort to conduct
the meeting was abandoned, court officials
said. Perry would not comment for this story.

But Paula Coffman, who worked hard to
convince others of Joseph’s innocence when
she became convinced they had tried the
wrong person, maintained last week that
Perry’s meeting could have helped prevent
such a travesty from happening again — at
least in this judicial circuit.

“When enough participants in the same
case fail to properly perform their individual
but interrelated obligations, a grave injustice
can occur,” Coffman said in an e-mail state-
ment. “A frank discussion among the con-
tributors to the avoidable collective disaster
in this case could serve to reduce or prevent
the occurrence of similar outcomes in future
cases.”

Justice gone wrong
The Malenne Joseph debacle is an example

of how the premise of justice can be warped,
in some cases, beyond recognition. Lax police
work, bad witness identifications and a
seemingly indifferent judicial system led to
her wrongful conviction.

She was wrongfully charged with felony
criminal mischief linked to a 2007 property
crime at a Conway-area woman’s home. The
home was severely damaged, with paint
splattered over most rooms in the house.

The suspect was a sub-contractor hired to
paint the home. When she grew frustrated
about not getting paid in full, that woman
splattered paint all over the home, causing
about $10,000 in damage.

She admitted that much to Orlando police
Officer Jose M. Varela during a phone
conversation, but the woman, who was
referred to as Marlene, never met with the
officer face to face.

Instead, Varela used a Florida drivers-
license database to somehow track down
Malenne Joseph. The victim and her sister
identified Joseph through a copy of her photo.
The contractor for the paint job, Pete Spazia-
no, himself a felon with legal problems, also
identified Joseph as the woman he hired to do
the job.

But in actuality, the phone number Spazia-
no had for the sub-contractor was linked to
another woman, who was also black and
shared some common features with Joseph.
Her first name is “Merline.” That woman was
never contacted by law enforcement.

The combination of these mistaken witness
identifications and weak police work led to
Joseph getting arrested, charged and tried.
The jury found her guilty in June. Circuit
Judge Walter Komanski later remanded
Joseph to jail, where she stayed until two new
lawyers started looking into her case.

By last summer, Spaziano recanted his trial
testimony and said Joseph couldn’t have been
the woman who did the paint job because
Joseph is several inches shorter than the
woman he hired.

New lawyers intervene
Coffman and fellow attorney Nicole Benja-

min quickly realized Joseph was a victim of
misidentification and filed an extensive mo-
tion for a new trial with the court, laying out
the reasons why Joseph could not be the
suspect and strongly pointing blame at the
other woman, “Merline.”

For one thing, they noted, Joseph was
working at another job in west Orange during
the days the paint work was being done in the
Conway home. Her partial alibi was never
presented to jurors at trial.

In the end, their work helped persuade the
prosecution to re-examine the case and
ultimately help get Joseph freed from jail and
then cleared of the charge.

Still, the prosecution declined to charge the
woman thought to be the true suspect in the
case because after so much time had passed,
one official said, “The case is lacking suffi-
cient evidence to prove beyond a reasonable
doubt who the guilty party is.”

So in the end, the wrong person was tried
and convicted; the true suspect was not
prosecuted; and an opportunity to openly
discuss what went wrong among the parties
involved politely avoided.

Benjamin and Coffman were invited to
Perry’s planned meeting. It was something
Coffman looked forward to attending. 

But the office that prosecuted Joseph — the
employer of the young assistant state at-
torney who gained a guilty verdict for an
innocent woman — decided it has done
enough to fix what went wrong.

Vose noted in his e-mail response, “Remem-
ber that it was the State Attorney’s in-
vestigation after receipt of supplemental
information that lead to the agreement to a
new trial and then Nolle Prosequi [dropping]
of the charges and the exoneration.”
Anthony Colarossi can be reached 
at acolarossi@orlandosentinel.com 
or 407-420-5447.
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